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The Academic Scholars Programme focuses on those students for whom an academic element is the 
basis for a part or the whole of their Scholarship awards. The programme includes a series of 
seminars, meetings, lectures and events designed to challenge scholars’ thinking and help them 
explore beyond the confines of the curriculum, whilst encouraging independence of mind and self-
reliance.  

There is also a mentoring element to the programme, where older Academic Scholars will provide 
guidance and support to younger Scholars as they make their way through school. Academic 
Scholars in the Sixth Form are encouraged to take part in the Oxbridge Programme, where 
applicable.   

There are expectations of excellence, commitment and attitude placed on all students in receipt of 
an Academic Scholarship award. Participation in the Scholars Programme, as directed by the school, 
is a condition of holding an award. In addition, Academic Scholars are expected to attend the 
Headmaster’s Lectures, which comprise more in-depth talks and discussions. 

An Academic Scholarship is intended to be for the duration of the recipient’s education at AKS, 
provided their academic progress, and engagement and participation with the Academic Scholars 
Programme are at the right level. It is also expected that Academic Scholars will engage fully with the 
other academic enrichment elements of the school, including entry into internal and external 
competitions and events, as well as promoting the intellectual and cultural life of the school. 

The Academic Scholars Programme is overseen by our Head of Scholars, Mr M Waterhouse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Lunchtime Lecture 
Series 

Scholars’ Society Academic Mentoring 

 

• Short, TED-Talk-style 
lecture in the Senior 
Hall, starting at 
1.30pm 

 

• One per half term 
 

• Delivered by teaching 
staff 

 

• Academic subject 
matter not covered in 
the curriculum 

 

• Academic Scholars 
expected to attend, 
but open to all 
students 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Schedule 

 
Monday 29th November 2021 
 
Monday 31st January 2022 
 
Tuesday 22nd March 2022 
 
Wednesday 18th May 2022 
 
Thursday 23rd June 2022 
 

 

• Termly meetings in the 
Senior Hall, starting at 
4:00pm 

 

• Topic/contention 
introduced by staff 
member at the start of 
the session (e.g. 
global/ethical issue) 

 

• Students work in vertical 
groups (see ‘academic 
mentoring’) to explore 
the issue 

 

• Sessions culminate in 
presentations/debate 
activities 

 

• For Academic Scholars 
only, and all are 
expected to attend. 

 
 
Schedule 
 
Wednesday 17th November 2021 
 
Monday 17th January 2021 
 
Wednesday 4th May 2021 
 

 

• Informal peer 
mentoring between 
Sixth Form 
Academic Scholars 
and those in Years 7 
to 11 (arranged 
‘vertically’ to create 
a rolling 
programme) 

 

• Used as an 
opportunity to 
discuss engagement 
with the 
programme and 
wider academic 
pursuits and 
enrichment 

 

• Creates a sense of 
community among 
the Academic 
Scholars and 
develops leadership 
skills 

Sixth Form Academic Research Project 

For all Academic Scholars in Year 12, they will have the opportunity to complete an Academic 
Research Project, based on a topic of their choosing. This will be overseen by our Head of Student 
Inquiry, Mr N O’Loughlin. 

 

 



 
 

All academic scholars are expected to 
 

• Attend the Lunchtime Lecture Series 
 

• Attend and actively participate in meetings of the Scholars’ Society 
 

• Engage with academic mentoring, including acting as peer mentors in the Sixth Form 
 

• Attend the Headmaster’s Lectures 
 

• Demonstrate an excellent work ethic, achieving a high level of attainment in their 
academic studies 

 

• Participate in academically enriching activities within school and beyond 

 

 


